
Guidance Notes for SEND Post 16 College Transport Applications 2025-2026

Most young people with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND) will not have a special transport need. Wherever possible and appropriate, young people with SEND should be treated in the same way as those without, i.e. in general they should walk to school/college, travel on public transport or be taken by their parents/carers. Travel assistance may be available for young person living in Nottinghamshire if they are assessed as being eligible. Special needs travel assistance eligibility is determined by officers of Nottinghamshire Transport and Travel Services, based upon medical advice and other evidence as required.

What type of travel assistance is best for you?
There are three types of travel assistance available for eligible Post 16 SEND Students, it is important that you consider the benefits and limitations of each option before applying:
1. DTAP (Direct Travel Assistance Payment)
a. Available to students with an EHCP
b. A personal budget paid in advance to facilitate a student getting to and from college.
c. Personal Budget Rate of 45p per mile – 2 return journeys per day
d. Provides greater flexibility than arranged transport.
2. Parental Mileage Allowance
a. Available to students with or without an EHCP
b. Reimbursement Rate of 22.6p per mile – 2 return journeys per day
c. Provides greater flexibility than arranged transport 
3. Arranged Transport
a. Provided from a designated pickup/drop off point.
b. Shared with other learners.
c. Timed to arrive and depart to/from college to accommodate all students on the transport. This may require students to arrive earlier than their college start time and depart later than their college finish times.

How long does it take to set up travel assistance?
· All applications for travel assistance for September 2025 need to be made by 1st July 2025. We cannot guarantee that applications received after this date will have travel assistance in place for the start of term.
· Travel assistance cannot be put in place until we have received a timetable from the college.  Unfortunately, travel assistance may be delayed if a college timetable is not received in a timely manner.
· Mainstream colleges do not normally confirm college timetables until after the induction week(s) at the beginning of September.  Special transport will normally take up to 20 working days to arrange following the receipt of the approved application and the agreed college timetable.  
· The Council does not provide transport for induction weeks.

What happens if my college timetable changes?
· All changes to college timetables will need to be confirmed by college.
· Changes can take up to 20 working days to action and travel assistance will continue to operate to the old timetable until changes can be made.
· Changes made during September and October will be actioned during October half term.

How can I change the type of assistance I receive?
· If you wish to change the travel assistance you receive, you will need to request this in writing.
· Changes can take up to 20 working days to action.

What do I do if I move to a different college?
· You will need to inform us that you no longer require travel assistance to your old college.
· If you require travel assistance to your new college then you will need to make a new application for travel assistance

Further information on travel assistance can be found on the following websites:
· Local Offer Nottshelpyourself | Transport 
· Nottinghamshire County Council’s Travel assistance for children and young people with special transport needs | Nottinghamshire County Council
